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TAGS: PDIP, PN, LI 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT POR NEW PANAMA CANAL TREATIES: DECLARATION OF 
WASHINGTON 

REF: STATE 2 1 29 1 2 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO TELECON WITH POREIGN MINISTER DENNIS ON 
SUBSTANCE OP REPTEL AND A POLLOW-UP EMBASSY NOTE TO HIM, 

MINISTRY OP POREIGN APFAIRS HAS ASKED EMBASSY TO TRANSMIT TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER THE POLLOWING MESSAGE PROM PRESIDENT TOLBERT: 
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QUOTE: ETAT PRIORITE 

HIS EXCELLENCY JIMMY CARTER 

PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 
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MY GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND CMA I HAVE RECEIVED WITH 
APPRECIATION A MESSAGE FROM BRIGADIER GENERAL OMAR 
TORRIJOS HERRERA CMA HEAD OF GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF PANAMA INFORMING ME THAT ON TODAY SEPTEMBER 
SEVENTH HE WILL BE SIGNING JOINTLY WITH YOU THE PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
PANAMA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
STOP WE ARE ALSO INFORMED THAT THE SIGNING CEREMONY WHICH 
WILL TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON DC WILL BE ATTENDED BY A 
NUMBER OF HEADS OF STATE OF THE OAS STOP FOR THIS IMPORTANT 
ACCOMPLISHMENT WHICH GIVES A FULLER EXPRESSION TO THE 
SOVEREIGN INTEREST OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA WE EXTEND 
SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU CMA THE GOVERNMENT AND 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES STOP IT IS OUR FERVENT HOPE 
THAT IN THE SIGNING OF THIS TREATY A MAJOR STEP WOULD 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN FURTHER STRENGTHENING RELATIONS 
AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE ON THE BASIS OF 
COMMON INTEREST CMA EQUALITY AND MUTUAL RESPECT FOR THE 
SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE OF EVERY STATE STOP WITH 
RENEWED ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION AND ESTEEM 
SINCERELY W R TOLBERT JR UNQUOTE 

2. IN SPITE OF THE CHANGE IN SIGNALS, GOL HAS BEEN MOST 
COOPERATIVE IN COMPLYING WITH OUR REQUEST FOR MESSAGE 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER. WHILE OUR THANKS HAS BEEN EXPRESSED 
TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR ITS SUPPORT, THE 
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EMBASSY RECOMMENDS PRESIDENT CARTER SEND A PERSONAL NOTE 
OF APPRECIATION TO PRESIDENT TOLBERT. 

HORAN 
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